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RESTAURANTS CANADA 

New Brunswick Election Brief: Beverage Alcohol 

 

WHEN FOODSERVICE THRIVES, SO DO OUR COMMUNITIES 

A thriving foodservice sector is critical to the wellbeing of communities across New Brunswick, 

contributing jobs, investment, innovation, tourism and spaces for people to come together. 

While foodservice businesses have benefited from steady traffic from tourism, the sluggish provincial 

economy has been a drag on the industry. Working with Restaurants Canada, government must help 

create an environment where foodservice businesses can prosper, thereby creating healthy, vibrant 

communities. 

 
KEY ISSUE 

Beverage Alcohol: New Brunswick received a 

“D” in Restaurants Canada’s latest Raise the Bar 

report card on provincial liquor policies — one of 

the worst ratings in the country. 

Unlike its Maritime neighbours, New Brunswick 

does not offer licensees wholesale pricing or 

allow them to purchase directly from the 

province’s many craft brewers, distillers and 

vintners. Licensees continue to lose market share 

due to high prices and outdated liquor 

regulations, robbing the province of tax revenue, 

and dampening job growth and economic activity. 

Wholesale prices must be introduced and red tape must be eliminated so that licensees can serve 

customers competitively priced products. 

 

NEW BRUNSWICK FOODSERVICE STATS: 
 

 Our industry includes 1,700 small businesses and generates $1.5 billion in sales. 

 For every dollar spent in a restaurant, $1.85 is spent in the rest of the economy. 

 With 23,500 employees, our sector is the fourth largest employer in the province — we employ 

more New Brunswickers than the farming, fishing, logging, mining, utilities and agriculture 

industries combined. 
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